
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Acts 10:34-43 

 

Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God 

does not show favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who 

fears him and does what is right. You know the message God sent to 

the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through 

Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. You know what has happened 

throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 

baptism that John preached—how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 

with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good 

and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God 

was with him. 

 

“We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and 

in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, but God 

raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 

He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had 

already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from 

the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 

he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the 

dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes 

in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

The Word of the Lord.  

  



A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans  

Romans 5: 5-11 

 

Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

 

While we were yet helpless, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. Why, one will hardly die for a righteous man—though 

perhaps for a good man one will dare even to die. But God shows his 

love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Since, 

therefore, we are now justified by his blood, much more shall we be 

saved by him from the wrath of God.  For if while we were enemies 

we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now 

that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. Not only so, but 

we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 

we have now received our reconciliation. 

The Word of the Lord.  

  



A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 

Romans 5: 17-21 

 

If, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through that one 

man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and 

the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Then as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one 

man’s act of righteousness leads to acquittal and life for all men. For 

as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by one 

man’s obedience many will be made righteous. Law came in, to 

increase the trespass; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the 

more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through 

righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Word of the Lord.  

  



A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 

Romans 6:3-9 

 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with 

him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that 

our old self was crucified with him so that the sinful body might be 

destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For he who has 

died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe 

that we shall also live with him. For we know that Christ being raised 

from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion 

over him. 

The Word of the Lord.  

  



A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 

Romans 8: 14-23 

 

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  For you did 

not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 

received the spirit of sonship. When we cry, “Abba! Father!”  it is the 

Spirit himself bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of 

God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and fellow heirs with 

Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be 

glorified with him. 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation 

waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God; for the 

creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will 

of him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself will be set 

free from its bondage to decay and obtain the glorious liberty of the 

children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning 

in travail together until now; and not only the creation, but we 

ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 

wait for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  

  



A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 

Romans 8: 18-21, 28-31 

 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing 

compared with the glory to be revealed for us.  

For creation awaits with eager expectation the revelation of the 

children of God; for creation was made subject to futility, not of its 

own accord but because of the one who subjected it, in hope that 

creation itself would be set free from slavery to corruption and share 

in the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

We know that all things work for good for those who love God, who 

are called according to his purpose. For those he foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, so that he might 

be the firstborn among many brothers. And those he predestined he 

also called; and those he called he also justified; and those he 

justified he also glorified. 

What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who can be against 

us? 

The Word of the Lord.  

 

  



A reading from the Letter from St. Paul to the Romans 

Romans 14:7-12 

 

For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself; for if 

we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; 

therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end 

Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead 

and of the living. 

But you, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or you again, why 

do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand 

before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, And every 

tongue shall give praise to God.” 

So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

  



A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 

Romans 6: 3-4. 8-9 

 

Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death? We were indeed buried with him through 

baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 

the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of life. 

 

If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live 

with him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; 

death no longer has power over him. 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

  



A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans 

Romans 8: 31b-35; 37-39 

 

What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who is against us?  

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, will he 

not also give us all things with him? Who shall bring any charge 

against God’s elect? It is God who justifies; who is to condemn? Is it 

Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised from the dead, who is at 

the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us? Who shall 

separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The Word of the Lord. 

  



A Reading from the first Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 

I Corinthians 13: 1-8 

 If I speak in human and angelic tongues but do not have love, I am a 

resounding gong or a clashing cymbal. And if I have the gift of 

prophecy and comprehend all mysteries and all knowledge; if I have 

all faith so as to move mountains but do not have love, I am nothing. 

If I give away everything I own, and if I hand my body over so that I 

may boast but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

 

Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, love is not pompous, it 

is not inflated, it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not 

quick-tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does not rejoice over 

wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth. It bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

 

Love never fails. If there are prophecies, they will be brought to 

nothing; if tongues, they will cease; if knowledge, it will be brought 

to nothing.  For we know partially, and we prophesy partially, but 

when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a 

child, I used to talk as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; 

when I became a man, I put aside childish things. At present we see 

indistinctly, as in a mirror, but then face to face. At present I know 

partially; then I shall know fully, as I am fully known. So faith, hope, 

love remain, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

  



A reading from the first Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 

I Corinthians 15: 20-28 

 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 

those who have fallen asleep.  

For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection 

of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 

alive. 

 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming 

those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers 

the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every 

authority and power. 

 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The 

last enemy to be destroyed is death.  “For Godhas put all things in 

subjection under his feet.”  

But when it says, “All things are put in subjection under him,” it is 

plain that he is excepted who put all things under him.  When all 

things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be 

subjected to him who put all things under him, that God may be 

everything to every one. 

The Word of the Lord.  



A reading from the first Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 

I Corinthians 15: 51-57 

 

Lo! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 

For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, 

and we shall be changed. For this perishable nature must put on the 

imperishable, and this mortal nature must put on immortality. When 

the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 

immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 

 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

“O death, where is thy victory? 

O death, where is thy sting?” 

 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks 

be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  

 

  



A Reading from the second Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 

II Corinthians 4: 13-5.1 

 

Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, “I 

believed, and so I spoke,” we, too, believe, and so we speak, knowing 

that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and 

bring us with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, so that 

as grace extends to more and more people it may increase 

thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

 

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, 

our inner nature is being renewed every day.  For this slight 

momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 

beyond all comparison, because we look not to the things that are 

seen but to the things that are unseen; for the things that are seen are 

transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

 

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a 

building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens. 

The Word of the Lord.  

  



A reading from the second Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 

II Corinthians 5: 1, 6-10 

 

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a 

building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens. 

So, we are always of good courage; we know that while we are at 

home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, 

not by sight. We are of good courage, and we would rather be away 

from the body and at home with the Lord. So, whether we are at 

home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For we must all 

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 

receive good or evil, according to what he has done in the body. 

The Word of the Lord.  

  



A reading from the second Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 

2 Corinthians 1-8 

 

This third time I am coming to you. On the testimony of two or three 

witnesses a fact shall be established. I warned those who sinned 

earlier and all the others, and I warn them now while absent, as I did 

when present on my second visit, that if I come again I will not be 

lenient, since you are looking for proof of Christ speaking in me.  

He is not weak toward you but powerful in you. For indeed he was 

crucified out of weakness, but he lives by the power of God. So also 

we are weak in him, but toward you we shall live with him by the 

power of God. 

Examine yourselves to see whether you are living in faith. Test 

yourselves. Do you not realize that Jesus Christ is in you? -- unless, 

of course, you fail the test. 

 I hope you will discover that we have not failed. But we pray to God 

that you may not do evil, not that we may appear to have passed the 

test but that you may do what is right, even though we may seem to 

have failed.  

For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the truth. 

The Word of the Lord.  

  



A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Philippians 

Philippians 4: 12-14, 19-20 

 

I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to 

live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the 

secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance 

and suffering need. I can do all things through Him who strengthens 

me. Nevertheless, you have done well to share with me in my 

affliction. 

 And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in 

glory in Christ Jesus. Now to our God and Father be the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

The Word of the Lord.  

  



A reading from the first Letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians 

I Thessalonians 4: 13-18  

 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who 

are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no 

hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God 

will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this 

we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and 

remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have 

fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, 

and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and 

remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore 

comfort one another with these words. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

  



A reading from the first Letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians  

I Thessalonians 2: 13-18 

 

For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received 

the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the 

word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also 

performs its work in you who believe. For you, brethren, became 

imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for 

you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own 

countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, who both killed the 

Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing 

to God, but hostile to all men, hindering us from speaking to the 

Gentiles so that they may be saved; with the result that they always 

fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come upon them to the 

utmost. 

But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short 

while—in person, not in spirit—were all the more eager with great 

desire to see your face. For we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more 

than once—and yet Satan hindered us. 

The Word of the Lord. 

  



A reading from the Book of Timothy 

II Timothy 2: 8-13 

 

Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descended from David, 

as preached in my gospel, the gospel for which I am suffering and 

wearing fetters like a criminal. But the word of God is not fettered. 

Therefore, I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also 

may obtain the salvation which in Christ Jesus goes with eternal 

glory. The saying is sure: 

 

If we have died with him, we shall also live with him; 

if we endure, we shall also reign with him; 

if we deny him, he also will deny us; 

if we are faithless, he remains faithful— 

for he cannot deny himself. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  

  



A reading from the first Letter of St. John 

I John 14: 1-4 

 

“Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in 

Me.  In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not 

so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go 

and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 

Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.  And you know the 

way where I am going.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

  



A Letter from the first Letter of St. John 

I John 3: 1-2 

 

 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 

children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not 

know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children 

now; it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when 

he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

The Word of the Lord.  

  



A reading from the first Letter of St. John 

I John 3: 14-16 

 

We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love 

the brethren. He who does not love remains in death. Anyone who 

hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has 

eternal life abiding in him. By this we know love, that he laid down 

his life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

  



A reading from the Book of Revelation 

Revelation 20: 11-21:1 

 

Then I saw a great white throne and him who sat upon it; from his 

presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them.  

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and 

books were opened.  

Also, another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the 

dead were judged by what was written in the books, by what they had 

done.  

And the sea gave up the dead in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead 

in them, and all were judged by what they had done.  

Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 

second death, the lake of fire; and if any one’s name was not found 

written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 

first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 

The Word of the Lord.  

  



A reading from the Book of Revelation 

Revelation 21: 1-5a; 6b-7 

 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 

first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 

 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband; and I heard a 

great voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling of God is 

with men. 

 He will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God 

himself will be with them; he will wipe away every tear from their 

eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor 

crying nor pain any more, for the former things have passed away.” 

And he who sat upon the throne said, “Behold, I make all things 

new.” Also, he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and 

true.” 

The Word of the Lord.  

  



A reading from the Book of Revelation 

Revelation 14:13 

 

 

I, John, heard a voice from heaven, saying, “Write this, ‘Blessed are 

the dead who die in the Lord from now on!’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, 

“so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with 

them.” 

The Word of the Lord.  

 

 

  

  

 

 


